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Dear Loved Ones, 

When I decided to retire at the end 
of April, I could never have 
imagined that the conclusion to 
our years together would come at 
a time like the one through which 
we are living. Safe to say that very 
few could have imagined a time 
like this one! But here we are, all 
trying to make the best of it as our 
contact with each other is limited 
largely to emails, texts, live 
streaming, phone calls and old 

fashioned mailings. Also, none of the final Glad Tidings 
letter I had composed in my head was even vaguely 
similar to this one. It is a challenging season for all of us 
in many ways. 

Let me begin by telling you how deeply saddened I am 
that we have not been able to worship together in 
person, and will not before I leave Haddonfield. The 
best part of each of my weeks during the past 18 years 
has been our time together in the Chapel, Sanctuary 
and Fellowship Hall. I arrived in 2002 to a community of 
faith with a rich worship tradition, and it has been a 
great privilege to have been nurtured in that tradition. I 
will always be grateful for the wonderful music, hymn 
singing, sermons offered by other colleagues 
and church members. And just being with you on 
Sundays and during the special seasonal services has 
been a treasured gift. 

I also count as a treasured gift all the private 
conversations we have shared through the years. 
Whether they were in my office, your homes, hospitals 
or retirement communities, you entrusted me with 
your joys and sorrows. I will miss these conversations, 
for each one opened for me depths of understanding 

about what it means to walk this journey of faith with 
others seeking to follow Christ. 

While only time will tell, I think what I will miss most 
every day is the staff people with whom I have worked 
so closely. Their devotion to Christ and to you has been 
a constant source of strength and encouragement to 
me. During some difficult days and seasons, whether 
they involved my own family or our church family, we 
always found the support we needed for each other. 
Often that support came through finding the humor in 
otherwise not so funny situations, I'll miss our laughing 
together! 

I want you to be assured during this transitional time 
with unforeseen challenges that the church's 
leadership is strong and faithful. The Elders and 
Deacons are approaching their ministries with unusual 
care and prayerfulness. Our new Associate Pastor, Nikki 
Passante, will have already arrived with her gifts for 
ministry by the time you are reading this. And the 
Session has called the right Interim/Transitional Pastor 
for this time in the life of this family of faith. A friend of 
mine, he will begin his ministry some time this 
summer. You will be in very good hands! And as you 
have heard me say a time or two (every Sunday?), 
nothing will be able to separate you from the love of 
Jesus Christ and God will be with you every step you 
take into a new future for this congregation. 

One final thought. I am hoping that the closing of our 
church will be lifted before too much more time goes 
by after May 1, allowing me to return for a final worship 
service with you and for some retirement gathering. It's 
important that we all have a chance to say a better 
goodbye than this one. Hopefully, that one will include 
embraces! I love all of you very much, and no matter 
where I am I will carry all of you with me in my heart. 
Always in Christ's peace, 
Bill

Rev. Bill Getman 
Senior Pastor
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PRESCHOOL

This April things feel strange at the Preschool.  
We are in the midst of unprecedented times. For 
the first time in many years the owls from Cedar 
Run will not be visiting our 4 year old classes…
Butterflies will not arrive for our students to 
actively engage in their life cycle…Field trips to 
Springdale Farms have been cancelled…And most 
importantly our halls and classrooms are missing 
laughter.


While we are greatly missing these things, we 
need to remember the temporary closure of the 
preschool will not have a negative impact on 
academic achievement for our children. The 
largest predictor of academic success is not 
learning centers in a preschool classroom, 
workbook pages, flashcards, blinking toys or iPad 
apps. It is reading - Mom and Dad taking the time 
to read wonderful books to their children every 
day. Our children need more of us.


Those of us with school age children are adjusting 
to home learning, a new model of instruction. This 
provides some structure to our day. It gives us a 
sense of the day ahead. Children thrive when 
they have a predictable schedule. Don’t forget to 
include time out-of-doors!  Our minds and bodies 
need nature and exercise!


So, we are all doing our best to take deep breaths 
and remain calm. Activities, sports, parties, and 
playdates have taken a back seat and this is 
allowing us to re-center with our families and 
find enjoyment in a slower pace, to give our 
children more of us.  This in all honesty is 
something we can all benefit from.


This will not last forever.  It will pass and we will 
once again be greeting families as they walk up 
the steps and through the hallways to our smiling 
teachers who will surely be glad to be back at 
the preschool!

       

    —Marisa McGovern
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Our hearts go out to families who have lost loved ones to the Coronavirus and to those who are trying to 
get their health back after coming down with the virus.  We are grateful for the doctors, nurses and other 
hospital personnel who selflessly are working to care for those in need.  We hope and pray that those in 
charge - and all of us - will work together for the best for our great country. 

Of course, the Spring Gathering of Presbyterian Women of the West Jersey Presbytery which was 
scheduled for March 21 was canceled just as many other meetings were.  We have decided to cancel the 
Strawberry Festival also and hope that perhaps later in the summer we will be able to have a different 
festival.  

Our Co-Moderators, Judy Grantham and Sue Smith, have “planted” 100 pinwheels in the church’s front 
yard. They represent our prayers for creating safe and happy environments for all children.  Read Judy’s 
account which follows. 

Pinwheels For Prevention  

April is the national observation of Child Abuse Prevention Month. During this time, Presbyterian Women 
“plants” a Pinwheel Garden to call attention to the efforts of Prevent Child Abuse-NJ to create safe 
environments for all children.  The pinwheel was chosen as a national symbol of prevention because it is 
whimsical and evokes childlike notions – so it is a good emblem of the “Great Childhoods” they desire for 
all children. 

Founded in 1979 Prevent Child Abuse-New Jersey (PCA-NJ) promotes Great Childhoods, positive parenting 
and healthy child development. Annually, PCA-NJ’s programs and services reach more than 50,000 children 
and families statewide and is the New Jersey Chapter of Prevent Child Abuse America, a network of 
chapters in all 50 states.   

Be sure to drive by and look at our Pinwheel Garden saying a prayer that all children may grow up in safety 
and love. 



PERIODICAL

Palm Sunday

EASTER MORNING

Whatever happens 
those who have learned 
to love one another 
have made their way 
to the lasting world 
and will not leave 
whatever happens. 

 —Wendell Berry  


